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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)£3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 06 January 2006 . 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)[X] This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) KI Claim(s) 4 and 5 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IEI Claim(s) 4 and 5 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)[3 The drawing(s) filed on 06 January 2006 is/are: a)£3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)£3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0. 
aM AH b)D Some * c)Q None of: 

1 .[X] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 



Specification 

Applicant is reminded of the proper content of an abstract of the disclosure. 

A patent abstract is a concise statement of the technical disclosure of the patent 
and should include that which is new in the art to which the invention pertains. If the 
patent is of a basic nature, the entire technical disclosure may be new in the art, and the 
abstract should be directed to the entire disclosure. If the patent is in the nature of an 
improvement in an old apparatus, process, product, or composition, the abstract should 
include the technical disclosure of the improvement. In certain patents, particularly 
those for compounds and compositions, wherein the process for making and/or the use 
thereof are not obvious, the abstract should set forth a process for making and/or use 
thereof. If the new technical disclosure involves modifications or alternatives, the 
abstract should mention by way of example the preferred modification or alternative. 

The abstract should not refer to purported merits or speculative applications of 
the invention and should not compare the invention with the prior art. 

Where applicable, the abstract should include the following: 

(1) if a machine or apparatus, its organization and operation; 

(2) if an article, its method of making; 

(3) if a chemical compound, its identity and use; 

(4) if a mixture, its ingredients; 

(5) if a process, the steps. 

Extensive mechanical and design details of apparatus should not be given. 



Claims 1-3 have been cancelled. 
Claims 4 and 5 have been examined. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Abels et al (WO 02/101250-Examiner uses US Patent 6,935,803 as an English 

equivalent of this publication). 

As to Claim 4. Abels et al disclose a ball joint with thermal protection comprising: 

a swivel housing (1) on which one of the suspension components or equivalent is 
attached having in its interior a housing (2) accommodating a bush (Fig 2) which rests 
and turns in sliding contact on a ball head (4) of a knuckle stem (5) provided with a dust 
boot (6) linked by way of its base to the swivel housing (1) and by its neck (14) to an 
upper section (Fig 2) of the knuckle stem (5), and 

a thermal protector (7) integrated in the ball joint protecting the dust boot (6) from 
high temperatures generated in the surrounding area, characterized in that it 
incorporates a connecting ring (8) which has a base (8c) and a side face from which the 
project a series of tabs (8a, and the annular tab between beads 8b and 8c), which is 
previously linked to the neck of the dust boot (6; Fig 5). 

However, Abels et al do not disclose the thermal protector presenting a 
horizontal upper face with a series of flexible radial plates that define interiorly a circular 
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opening which is fixed to the connecting ring by pressure of the plates on the tabs until 
they pass over them, with the result that said plates are engaged between the tabs and 
the base of the connecting ring. 

Amrath teaches a ring member (7) presenting a horizontal upper face with a 
series of flexible radial plates (12) that define interiorly a circular opening (Fig 3) which 
is fixed by pressure of the plates (12) to fasten two members together in a non-slippable 
fashion without having to worry about varying tolerances (Col 1, Lines 21-25). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the horizontal upper face 
of Abels et al to have flexible radial plates as taught by Amrath to fasten the thermal 
protector to the bellows in a non-slippable fashion without having to worry about varying 
tolerances. 

Examiner notes that the specific method of forming is not germane to the issue of 
patentability of the device itself. Therefore, the limitation "previously linked to the neck 
of the dust boot by super injection or pressure and/or gluing" has been given only 
limited patentable weight and does not serve to structurally distinguish the claims. See 
MPEP§2113. 

As to Claim 5. Abels et al disclose the thermal protector (7) taking the form of a hood 
which extends initially in the horizontal upper face and is prolonged inferiorly by way of 
sloping side edges which terminate in vertical walls defining a spacious cutaway which 
leaves the dust boot partly exposed in the sector opposite the sector of the ball joint 
facing a heat source, said vertical walls being separated from the dust boot defining an 
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air chamber between both which produces the thermal insulation of the dust boot (Figs 
1c, 2, and 7c). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. US Patents 5100254, 3842621, 6857811,6834863, 5145191, 
3381987, 6860519, 5074697, 3924877, 2401921, 4322175, 2739615 and US Patent 
Application Publications 2005/0036827, 2005/0152738, and 2006/0222452 all cited to 
show similar ball joint assemblies have dust boots and covers. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joshua T. Kennedy whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 8297. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 7am - 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (571) 272-7087. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 





9/27/2007 



DANIEL P. ST0D0LA 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 



